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2021 PASCHAL MESSAGE by Fr. Don Augusta

“These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and
that your joy may be full.” (John 15:11).

“Come let us participate...in divine joy and in the Kingdom of Christ...”
(from the Paschal Canon, ode 8)

Christ is Risen!

Words fail to express the full meaning of the Paschal night, because this
night is a mystery of the future age, of the perfect joy which is the Holy
Spirit revealing for us the witness and experience of the resurrected Christ.
By the Holy Spirit we see the resurrected Christ; the Holy Spirit is in us by
the light of Christ’s resurrection. Easter is not just one of the feast days; it
is “the feast of feasts, the celebration of celebrations.” All of the major
feasts of the Church give us knowledge of the Kingdom of God as works of
God in events of this world, of this age. But Easter is not such a worldly
event because it is directed toward the future age, “the age that is to come.”

Easter is the anticipation of the heavenly Jerusalem, which, at the end of
time, will descend from heaven to earth. “Shine, shine O New Jerusalem,

you are radiant with the glory of the Lord.” Easter is eternal life, which is

knowledge of God and communion with God. Easter is truth, peace, and
joy in the Holy Spirit. The first word of our Lord to Mary Magdalene after
His resurrection was: “Rejoice!” And to His disciples it was: “Peace be
unto you.” Christ trampled down death by means of death itself. Death is
powerless to hold Him, its power has been exhausted. The resurrection is
eternal life, shining out of death, the eternal life of Christ rising from the
grave. We can see the image of resurrection in nature itself as we see living
sprouts rising out of the earth. Spring clothes itself with colorful garments
of resurrection beneath the life-giving rays of the sun. Just as winter leads
to spring, so in Christian life the days of Lent and Passion Week lead to
Holy Easter.

In the Resurrection we greet with the Paschal greeting those who have
passed away and who are alive for us, and all creation rejoices as well.
Easter fills us with the Holy Spirit, who is the joy of love. On the day of
Resurrection we will be illumined by its joy and embrace one another with
the triumphant greeting,

“CHRIST IS RISEN! TRULY HE IS RISEN!”
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«20G 0. EITO. OVTA, DOTE N YOPA. 1] OIKH HOD VO. EIVAL UECO. OGS, KL 1] Y0P, GOG
vo, eivar oLoxAnpauevyy. (lodvvng 15:11).

«EloTe vo ovpuetéyovue... oty Beikn yapa ko oty Booileio tov Xpiotob...»
(am6 tov [Macyarvo kavova, wd 8)

Xprotég Avéotn!

Ta Adywe amotuyxdvouy va EKPPAGOVY TO TANPEG VONUA TNG VOYTOS TOL
[Taoya, yati oot 1 viyTo givol éva HOoTAPLO TNG EMOYNG TOV LEAAOVTOC,
¢ téAelg xopag mov to Ayto [Ivedua amoKaAVTTEL Y10l LG TV HopTupic
KoL TV gumelpia Tov avaotnuévov Xpiotov. Me 1o Ayio [vedpa fAénovpe
Tov avootnuévo Xpiotd. To Ayo Ivedpa eivor péca pog pe 10 g NG
avdotaong tov Xpotod. To Ildoya dev givor povo pio uépo yropthg. ivar
«M YOPTH TOV YIOPTAV, TO £YKOUO TV gykopiovy. Oleg ol peydieg
ywoptég ¢ ExkAnociog pdg divovv 1 yvmon tng Bactieiog tov ®eod o¢
£py@V 10V B0V GE YEYOVATO ALTOV TOV KOGOL, OVTNG TNG EMOYNG. AALG
10 Ildoyo dev etvar évo TETO10 KOGLIKO YEYOVOG EMEDN KATELOVVETAL TTPOG
TN LEALOVTIKT ETTOYT, «TNV €MOYN TOL Ool EpBe.

To Ildoyo givar 1 avapovn tng ovpaviag lepovsaini n omoia, [e TO TEPAG
oL ¥POVoV, Ba KatéPel amd tov ovpavd otn yN. «Aduye, Adpye Q Néa

- Iepovoarnp, AMdumeig pe ™ d6&a tov Kvpiov.» To Ildoya eivar oudvia o),
| mov givol yvoon tov Ogod kot kowwvia tov Ogov. To Ildoyo eivor

aAnBeia, eipnvn kot xapd tov Ayiov Ivevpatoc. H mpdtn AéEn Tov Kvpiov
pag ot Mapio Moaydoinvi petd v avaotacn Tov ftav: «Xaipere!» Kot
otovg pabntég Tov Mrav: «Eipnvy vuivy. O XpiotdG KATATATNGE TOV
Bdvato péow tov id1ov tov Bavdtov. O Bavatog eivar avioyvpog va Tov
KpotnoeL, M dOvaun tov &xel eaviinbel. H avdotaon eivar arovia o1,
Adumer péoo, amd to Bdvato, N aidvie, {1 Tov XpLeTov ToL aVadVETAL UTd
TOV TAPO. Mmopovpe va doOUE TNV KOV TNG OVAGTOOTG GTN QLGN KaBmg
BAémovpe tor Practapio vo Byaivouv amd ™ yn. Avolgldtika podyo UE
TOADYPOUN. POVYO OVACTACNG KAT® 0o TIG (oNPEC aKTIVEC TOL MALOV.
AxpBdg OTmg 0 yedVag 0dnYel otV Avoi&n, £TGL KOl GTY YPICTIOVIKY|
Con ot nuépeg g Zapokoots kot tng ERSopddag tov [1dBovg odnyodv
oto Aywo [Tdoya.

Ymv Avdotoon yoipetiCovpe pe tovg yorpetiopovg tov Ildoya 6covg
&yovv mebavel Kot mopapévouy {ovrovol yio gpic, kot OAn 1 dnuovpyio
yoipeton pali pag. To [Mdoya pog yepiler pe to Aylo Ivedua, mov givor n
yopd g aydmng. Tnv nuépa g Avdotoaong Ba eotilovpe and ™ Yopd
Tov kot Bo aykohdalovpe o €vag tov GAlov pe tov OprapPevtikd
xopetiopnd, « XPIXTOX ANEXTH! AAHOQEX ANEXTH! »



